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The Prayer Room is reconsecrated as a space of refuge and reflection, following last year’s painful, racist act of vandalism.
Reclaiming and restoring the same sacred space was important to the planning team. “Returning in an act of resilience and
hope,” said Rev. Dr. Tara Gay. “It is a witness that harm does not have the final word among us.” ~ MIphoto/Mark Doyal

Friday’s Highlights

8:00 AM Golf Scramble, Club House

9:00 AM Rice Meal Packing, Michigan Ballroom
10:30 AM Zero-K, Plaza/White Tent

1:00 PM Opening Worship, Governors’ Hall
3:00PM Plenary Session, Governors’ Hall
9:30PM Laity Perspective, Governors’ Hall
7:30 PM Mission Festival, Plaza/White Tent
9:15PM Fireside Gathering, Pavilion Fire Pit

75° SUNNY

i“
Let me give you a new

command: Love one
another. In the same way

| loved you, you love one
another. ”_John 13:34 The Message

WALKING JESUS’ WAY OF LOVE

ACME, Mich. (MIC)—“Love Boldly,” drawn from The United Methodist
Church’s new vision statement and rooted in Christ’'s commandment
to love one another and show the world we are his disciples, is the
theme of the 2026 Michigan Annual Conference.

United Methodist identity and beliefs will be spotlighted throughout
this year’s gathering, including a session that will provide space for
attendees to engage in powerful conversations centered on our Social
Principles. Watch for that session on Saturday at 10:45 am.

Conference officially begins today with openingworshipat 1 pm. Bishop
David Bard’s sermon, “Confessions of an Accidental Methodist,” will
address the conference theme and invite us to explore growth in grace
and love, which lies at the heart of the Wesleyan way of following Jesus.

The offering collected during opening worship will benefit our covenant
partners in Haiti and Liberia by supporting Haitian Assets for Peace
International (HAPI) and the Bishop Judith Craig Children’s Village.
Each partner will receive 45% of the offering.

Bishop Bard has designated a 10% tithe for the Miracle Sunday
initiative. The United Methodist Church is raising funds to support
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How does your church love holdly?

Rev. Duane Miller, Retired Elder
West Branch: First UMC

“For months, our church stepped up
and rallied around a family in the

“«a. community. The husband died, and the

mother had serious health conditions.

. They had eight adopted children. We
collected money, took them where they
needed to go, and brought food. Once
the mother was in stable condition,

she and the family came to say thanks,
and we celebrated with them.”

Rev. Lynn Pier-Fitzgerald, Retired Elder
Holland: First UMC

“We are a Reconciling Congregation, and
last June, during Pride Month, we hung
a pride flag on the church building. We
wanted everyone to know, especially the
LGBTQ+ community, that they are
welcome. Once Pride Month was over,
we decided to leave it there. We did
experience opposition and threats from
people outside the church. Someone
even got a ladder and took the flag
down, but we put it back up.”

Jeff Harper, Pastor
Henderson UMC

“We are a community of about 15
believers. We remodeled our sanctuary
to be more open and welcoming to the
community, making it a more

. contemporary space. We installed a new
sound system, projector, and lighting.
We wanted a bigger presence in the
community, recognizing that people may
need a host for a funeral or wedding.”

" Gordon Grigg, Pastor

Menominee: First UMC

il “Our laity put forward a new idea to help

" ensure our kids are fed and have a safe
. place to go during the summer. So, we

~ are inviting the neighborhood kids to

the church for dinner and an activity
throughout June, July, and August.”

2026
LoveBoldly
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WAY OF LOVE continued

500 scholarships for United Methodists preparing to
serve as pastors in Africa, Europe, and the Philippines.
Make your check payable to “Michigan Conference”
and note “AC Offering” in the memo line.

Conference business begins at 3 pm with Bishop
Bard’s State of the Conference report and avote onthe
consent calendar, followed by the Laity Perspective.

To put your love into faith-filled action, take part in
these events and missional opportunities:

Stop by the Rice Meal Packing, hosted by Midwest
Mission, from 9 am to noon, and join others for
a fun, hands-on activity assembling meals for
worldwide hunger relief. Standing and sitting jobs
are available, and you can stay as long as you like.
DJ Rush will be there to keep everyone dancing.

The Zero-K fundraiser for child hunger relief in
Michigan welcomes all fitness levels. Run, walk,
count your steps, do yoga, or simply donate.
Every step and every gift counts. Sign up or give
directly at miumc.swoogo.com/ZeroK. For those
interested, an on-site 5K will be held at 10:30 am.

Talk to dozens of our EngageMI ministry partners
at the Mission Festival from 7:30 to 9 pm in the
Plaza Tent. (See map on p. 44 of your Program
Guide.) Spend the Mission Bucks you received at
registration to support those missions you connect
with most. If you wish to give more, the United
Methodist Foundation of Michigan will match
every $5 donation with an additional $5 to spend
at the festival. Enjoy complimentary strawberry
shortcake and music from Rev. Sari Brown.
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>>Download Go Attend, the free Annual Conference
app, for quick access to the conference schedule,
along with real-time updates and announcements.



