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Saturday’s Highlights HEARTS AFLAME, MINDS AFIRE
•	 8:00 AM   ABAR Training, Governors’ Hall
•	 9:00 AM   Corporate Session, Governors’ Hall
•	 10:00 AM   Breakout Sessions focused on 

Social Principles, begin in Governors’ Hall
•	 1:30 PM   Plenary Session, Governors’ Hall
•	 4:00 PM  Plenary Session, Governors’ Hall
•	 7:30 PM   Teaching Session with Dr. Ashley 

Boggan, Governors’ Hall

— Matthew 22:37-39 NIV

ACME, Mich. (MIC)  —  In his opening sermon on Friday afternoon, 
Bishop David Bard laid the groundwork for our exploration of the 
conference theme by weaving together story and theology.

He reminded us of Saul’s conversion on the road to Damascus and 
of John Wesley’s heart strangely warmed on Aldersgate Street. The 
bishop then described how he became an “accidental Methodist,” 
finding his way, by God’s grace and love, into this faith tradition.

Retelling our faith stories shapes us, and that is the path we, as 
United Methodists, must pursue. “I have come to discover riches and 
profundities [in Methodism],” the bishop noted, “and am convinced 
that our way forward as a conference and denomination is to plumb 
the depths of our tradition, reclaiming and renewing it.”

As we review our heritage, Bishop Bard said, we must not ignore 
where we have missed the mark. He cited painful examples, including 
Methodists who sought to eradicate Native cultures in boarding 
schools and policies that have barred women and LGBTQ+ persons 
from full participation in the life of the church.

Bishop Bard then outlined what he believes lies at the heart of the 
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Bishop Bard preaches during the opening worship and memorial service on Friday, May 29, 2026. ~ MIphoto/Jonathan Trites  
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“‘Love the Lord your God with all your 
heart and with all your soul and with 
all your mind.’ This is the first and 
greatest commandment. And the 
second is like it: ‘Love your neighbor 
as yourself.’ ”



Saturday
Wesleyan way of following Jesus. The way grace 
permeates Methodist faith in unique and powerful 
ways sets us apart. “Rather than speak of deserving 
and merit,” said the bishop, “I find it more fitting to 
think about God’s grace as wide, wild, and persistent 
love that is always active and present.”

A Methodist understanding of grace is exemplified by 
a warm-hearted, open-hearted faith that knows God’s 
love in Christ experientially and joyfully. Salvation is 
something we live now as we grow in grace through 
sanctification. Bold love, missional and transformative, 
anchors this faith.

Bishop Bard encouraged his hearers to lay hold of 
this faith and let it inspire action: “Know that grace. 
Live that grace. Share that grace. Michigan United 
Methodists, be bold as love!”
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Imagining a Church yet-to-be     
In his State of the Conference report, Bishop Bard 
noted how we are at a pivot point: the conference 
and the denomination are managing decline, but 
there’s a shift to devote more energy to investing in 
and strategizing for the future.  To read the bishop’s 
full report, download the 2026 Annual Report pdf at 
michiganumc.org/ministry-shares.

The bishop then gave space for Audra Hudson Stone 
and Rev. Andy Lee to present on the upcoming 
Council of Bishops Leadership Gathering in Calgary, 
Canada this October. They, along with Rev. Paul 
Perez and Rev. B. Kevin Smalls, will join bishops, 
general secretaries, clergy, laity, and young adults 
from across the connection to imagine a church yet-
to-be together. Stone and Lee asked those listening 
to pray for all those participating, dare to believe that 
God is calling us into greater vitality, and engage in 
conversations about these matters in local churches. 

Michigan remains bold in mission

For years, the Detroit and West Michigan conferences 
were pacesetters in support of the UMC’s mission. 
That bold and generous giving was celebrated again on 
Friday afternoon when Jennifer Huff, representing the 
General Board of Global Ministries/Higher Education, 
announced that the Michigan Conference led the 
denomination in giving to the Advance in 2025, with 
gifts totaling $1,274,931. 

Huff also noted that Michigan congregations 
supported 19 missionaries and received $90,957 in 
grants for feeding and migration ministries, disaster 
response, and multiethnic ministry. In addition, 26 
Michigan students received scholarships last year.

“We are living in a time when the church is being called 
to respond to changing needs in our communities and 
around the world,” Huff said. “Your support helps 
make that possible through education, global health, 
migration and disaster response, peace with justice, 
agriculture and food sustainability, missionary service, 
and so much more.” She then invited conference 
members to learn more at the Mission Festival.

The time, energy, and love Michigan United Methodists 
share with neighbors are guided by EngageMI, 
encouraging “ministry with” others through a wide 
scope of learning, giving, and acting. Friday evening’s 
third annual Mission Festival provided opportunities to 
engage with 29 Ministry Projects as near as Michigan 
and as far as Mongolia. Resourcing and networking 
filled the tent as new ways were offered to embolden 
our love and make a difference in people’s lives.

A 2026-2027 edition of the EngageMI handbook is 
now available at the registration table. Take a copy 
home to local mission team members in your church. 
For more information on EngageMI, the Michigan 
Conference’s mission engagement program, visit 
michiganumc.org/engage-mi.

vConference attendee spends their Mission Bucks in support of a 
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